Terrestrial isopods are widely infected with Wolbachia. However, little is known about the presence of bacteria in the Neotropical species. The objective of this study was to test the hypothesis of presence of Wolbachia infection in the native species of terrestrial isopods, Atlantoscia floridana and Circoniscus bezzii, and in the introduced species Burmoniscus meeusei.
Terrestrial isopods are important representatives of the soil fauna, because they take part in soil formation and also in nutrient recycling, in addition to being a food source for a variety of animals (22, 23, 25) . This group has developed structural, physiological and behavioral characteristics in order to become fully independent of the aquatic medium for reproduction, which has enabled them to occupy a variety of environments, from the coastal zone to deserts (21) .
Terrestrial isopods are widely infected with Wolbachia; however, the majority of studies of these associations have been conducted in Europe (8) . The first molecular identification of Wolbachia was in 1992, in populations of Armadillidium vulgare and Porcellio dilatatus from France (20) . The presence of the bacterium was detected in Chaetophiloscia elongata and Porcellionides pruinosus, also in France, in 1994 (14) . Later, Wolbachia was found in more than 14 European species of terrestrial isopods (7) and in Hyloniscus riparius, Trachelipus rathkii and T. ratzeburgii in Hungary (17) . More recently, the infection was detected in 11 species from Tunisia (4) and in two species of Philoscia sp. occurring in Thailand (28) . Little is known about the presence of bacteria in terrestrial isopods in Brazil, which has a rich isopod fauna of more than 120 species (21) . 
